Train Travel and bicycles

Allan Paul answers the platform question and sends other encouraging

news, below.

---------- Forwarded message ----------

From: Paul, Allan

Date: Wed, Oct 22, 2008 at 4:43 PM

Subject: RE: Bikes on Board

Mr. Hands:  Sorry for the delay in responding to your email from last

week.  I've been on vacation.  Thanks for your nice and encouraging

comments about our state supported rail passenger service.  As you may

know NCDOT owns the equipment used to operate the Piedmont passenger

train, and we lease the Carolinian equipment from Amtrak for that

train.  While Congress and the President have signed into law the new

Amtrak funding legislation, it will be several months before the

States learn how much, if any, of the possible new funding we may

share in.  Regardless NCDOT is committed to adding more bike rack

equipped  railcars to our "fleet".  We will have two additional bike

rack equipped cars ready to enter Piedmont Service in June 2009.  This

additional equipment will allow us to provide reliable bike service on

the existing trains 73 and 74, as well as the new mid-day trains #s 75

and 76 that we will add between Raleigh and Charlotte in June 2009.

Each car will have 6 bike racks in their baggage compartments.

As always we welcome folding bikes that will fit in our end of coach

luggage shelves.  The shelves are just inside the vestibule end door

before you pass the restrooms.  They are capable of handling 3 folding

bikes.

It is unlikely that Amtrak will change its policy of requiring bikes

to be boxed on the Carolinian.  Even though NCDOT pays 100% of the

cost to operate this train between Washington and Charlotte Amtrak

asserts that unboxed bikes on the Carolinian are not feasible.  NCDOT

plans to add additional Raleigh / Charlotte trains in 2011 and 2013

using NCDOT equipment which will accommodate unboxed bikes.  By 2013

we hope to have 5 trains running in each direction between Raleigh and

Charlotte.  These frequencies will provide cyclists with a lot of

attractive travel options.

Because of the freight railroad clearance requirements NCDOT is stuck

with 8 inch above top of rail platform heights.  Some day if ridership

warrants it, we hope to convert our passenger car fleet to bi-level

cars on the Raleigh / Charlotte corridor.  The bi-level cars would

allow us to add "mini-high" platform pads to our existing platforms.

A light weight bridge plate is carried on the bi-level car and is used

to roll bikes and or wheelchairs onto or off of the railcar.  This set

up works very well on many of the commuter railroads, particularly in

California.  Hopefully that day won't be too far off.
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